[OAT]

Ormiston Academies Trust

ACHIEVING MORE TOGETHER

Brownhills Ormiston Academy
Admissions policy 2028-2029

Policy version control

Policy type Statutory, Mandatory OAT template

Author Sunita Yardley-Patel, Head of Governance

Approved by Trust Board, December 2025

Release date April 2026

Review Policies will be reviewed in line with OAT's internal policy
schedule and/or updated when new legislation comes into
force

Description of changes = Dates updated for 28-29 policy

Admissions 2028 - 2029



[OAT]

Ormiston Academies Trust

ACHIEVING MORE TOGETHER

Contents

1. Policy statement anNd PriNCIPIES ......ueiieeeieeeeee ettt et e e e e 3
1.1. POlICY QIMS AN PIHINCIDIES c.veii ettt e et e e et eeeaae e e eeataeeeeeanaeaeenn 3
1.2 MONITONNG ANA TEVIEW ..ottt e e e e et e et e e e e earaeas 3

2. ACOAEMY OAMUSSIONS .....iiieectrreeeeeeeeeeeiiiee et e e et eeeetiareeeeeeeeesetrereeeeeeeeeestraaeeeeeeeeaestarsreeeeeeeeensrrrrreeeees 3
2.3. DETINITIONS -ttt st sttt e bt et s bt st st 3
2.4. DISTANCE ettt ettt ettt ettt sttt et e bt e bt e sbe e st sttt ebeenee 4
2.5. DUGH GAAIESS ...ttt sttt et st e st e s esree e eneesanaeesaneesane 4
2.6 Community PArfner PrimMAry SCNOOIS .........ooioeieeeeee e e e 4
A AN o111 o Te - RO U RS R O URUPTPO 4
R S I = e 1] o111 YA 1 (1= 1 TSP 4
2.9 WG LIST ettt e e e e e ettt e e e e e e e eeeeatbbaeeaeeeeeeeasssaeseeeaeeeaaneraees 4
2.10.  WIthArawal Of O PIOCE ...ttt e e et e e et e e e enbbeeeennssaaeeas 5
2.11.  Determining arrangements and CONSUITATION ...ccoccviiiieiiiiieeiiiieceeeeeiee e 5
2.12.  Admission of children outside their normal Age Group .....ceccvveeeeciveeeeccieeeecieee e 5
2.13. Complaints about admissions ArmraNgEMENTS......cccuviiieciiieeeciiee e e e earee e 6

CIINY-Tole] ale [o oV Ve n o] o) o T3NS 7
3.1 NUMDET Of SPACES [PAN) oot ettt e et e e e e aa e e e e baee e enaraeeean 7
IV -Ne] ol [efe ] ([e] W ol feToT=1 NSRRI 7
3.3 AQMISSIONS CHTEIIQ ..ttt ettt et e sae e sate et e e sbeesbeesbeesaneeas 7
3.4  Admission criteria for Specialist MUSIC PIOCES ........oooeieeiieeeeee e 8
KRN OIVZ<1 U] o 1Yo gl o) le] g el 1] 1111 e Fuu PP RUPSR 8
3.6 IN-YEAN AAMUSSIONS ..tvtieieiiieeeeiiteeeeitteeeeeteeeeesetaeeeesetaeesaesseeeasssseeeasssseeeasssseeeassssaesssssseessnssseeenns 9
3.7 UNSUCCESSTUl APPICATONS ..ttt ettt e et e e e vee e e e ebea e e e ebaeeeeesaeas 10

Supplementary INfOrmatioN FOMM ... 11

Music Scholarship APPIICATION FOMM ... 12

Admissions 2028 - 2029



[OAT]

Ormiston Academies Trust

ACHIEVING MORE TOGETHER

2.2.

2.3.
2.3.1.

Policy statement and principles
Policy aims and principles

This policy is designed to ensure there is an open and fair admissions procedure for all applicants
and to help guide parents and their children through the application process. The academy’s
admissions arrangements will not disadvantage unfairly, either directly or indirectly, a child from a
particular social or racial group, or a child with a disability or special educational needs, and that
other academy policies do not discourage parents from applying for a place for their child.

This policy details the academy’s arrangements for admissions and will apply to all admissions for
the academic year 2028 - 2029. This includes in-year admissions within this period.

Parents are encouraged to visit the academy with their child if they are planning to apply for a
place. We have a number of open days during the year, these will be publicised on our website.

Arrangements for visits outside these dates can be made through the academy office on 01543
452886.

Ormiston Academies Trust (OAT) is the admissions authority will consult on the admissions
arrangements at least once every seven years or if there are proposed changes to the admission

arrangements which require consultation.

As the admission authority, OAT delegates the workings of the admissions process to the
academy.

This policy is consistent with all other policies adopted by OAT / the academy and is written in line
with current legislation and guidance.

Monitoring and review

This policy will be reviewed annually or in the following circumstances:
Changes in legislation and / or government guidance

As a result of a major change in circumstances

As the result of a decision of an Adjudicator

If there are urgent concerns these should be raised to the Clerk to the Governors in the first
instance.

Academy admissions

The academy admits students between the ages of 11 — 16. The only intake is Secondary.

We encourage entry at the academy’s main infake time so as to aid academic progression
without interruption, however, applications are welcome for entry in any year.

Definitions

The academy uses the following definitions when applying this policy:
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2.4.
2.4.1.

2.4.2.

2.5.
2.5.1.

2.6
2.6.1

2.7
2.7.1

2.7.2

273

2.8
2.8.1

2.9
2.9.1

292

Distance

This is the straight-line distance between the academy main gate and the child’s home address
(front door) as measured by the Walsall LA computerised system.

Where two dwellings with the same front entrance the closest dwelling to the front door (lower
floor and counting clockwise) will be regarded as being closer to the academy.

Dual address

Where a child lives at two different addresses, the ‘home’ address will be determined as the
address at which the child resides for the majority of school nights. School nights are Sunday night
to Thursday night inclusive. In a case where the child spends an equal number of school nights at
each address, then the address where the child benefit is paid will be used. Where no child
benefit is claimed the address used to register the child with a doctor will be used.

Community Partner Primary Schools

Where a child is aftending one of the following named Community Partner Primary Schools:
Millfield Primary School, Watling Street Primary School, Brownhills West Primary School, Castlefort
Academy, St James Academy, Holy Trinity C of E Primary School, Walsall Wood Primary School
and St John's CE Primary School.

Siblings
Where a child has an older sibling currently attending the school when the application
is made and who will be still attending the school in Years 8 — 11 in September of the relevant year

A sibling is defined as:
e A brother orsister (including half brothers or sisters) who shares one or both parents, whether or
not resident in the same household
A stepbrother or sister where the two children are related by a parent’s marriage
An adopted or foster child living in the same household under the terms of the resident’s order
e Anofher child living in the same household where the adult has parental responsibility

In the case of twins or other children from multiple births (two or more siblings in one year group)
and where only one place is available, the application will be considered together as one
application and for a relevant year group the Published Admissions Number (PAN) will be
increased accordingly.

Eligibility criteria
Entry to the academy is subject to the regulations regarding nationality, residency status and
eligibility to study in the United Kingdom.

Waiting list

If the number of applicants exceeds the number of places available, children who have been
refused a place will be automatically placed on a waiting list unless there is a specific request
that this should not happen. The child may gain entry to the academy if a place becomes
available.

The academy will maintain a waiting list until 31 December 2028 following the main academy
intake. Each added child will require the list to be ranked again in line with the academy’s
oversubscription criteria in which the application was originally considered. Priority will not be
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2.10.
2.10.1.

2.10.2.

2.11.
2.11.1.

2.11.2.

2.11.3.

2.11.4.

2.11.5.

2.12.
2.12.1.

2.12.2

given to children based on the date their application was received or the date when they were
added fo the list.

Withdrawal of a place

The academy will only withdraw an offer of a place if:

e The place was offered in error

e Acceptance of the place was not received in a reasonable period of time

¢ The offer was obtained through a fraudulent or intentionally misleading application (the
academy may request evidence fo ensure the child meets the admissions criteria) - if the
offer is withdrawn on the basis of misleading information the application will be considered
afresh and a right of appeal offered if an offer is refused

The academy will not withdraw the place if the student has started at the academy unless the
place was obtained fraudulently. If this is the case, then the academy will decide whether to
withdraw the place based on the circumstances including the length of time the child has been
at the academy.

Determining arrangements and consultation

Admissions arrangements will be determined annually by the academy local governing body, this
will happen even if there are no changes from previous years and a consultation is not required.

If the academy changes any significant aspect of the admissions procedure, then OAT will be
informed prior fo making changes and prior to the beginning of the consultation process. Any
significant changes proposed by the academy must be approved by OAT.

The academy will consult on admissions arrangements when changes to the academy’s
arrangements are proposed (no consultation is required for an increase in PAN or changes o
ensure compliance with the admissions regulations). Where the admission arrangements have not
changed from the previous year there is no requirement to consult, subject to the requirement
that we must consult on our admission arrangements at least once every seven years, even if
there have been no changes during that period.

The academy will publish any consultation for admissions on its website and noftify appropriate
stakeholders. If there are any substantive responses to the academy’s consultation, then these will
be sent to OAT. Any subsequent changes will be made in consultation with OAT.

Once the academy’s admissions arrangements have been determined it will notify the
appropriate bodies and publish a copy of the determined arrangements on its website.

Admission of children outside their normal age group

Parents may seek a place for their child outside their normal age group, for example, if the child is
giffed and talented or has experienced problems such as ill health. If parents wish to do this they
must contact, in the first instance, the academy. Contact with the academy must be made at
the earliest opportunity to avoid any delays in the application process.

The decision whether a child is admitted outside of their normal age group will be made on a
case-by-case basis by the academy’s local governing body and any decision will be in the best
interests of the child concerned. A panel of at least three governors will consider the admission
request based on:
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2.12.3.

2.12.4.

2.13.
2.13.1

2.13.2.

The student’'s academic development

The student’s social and emotional development

Views of the parents and principal

Medical history and/or views of a medical professional, where relevant; and
Any additional relevant information available

The panel will have to be satisfied that the child would be able to cope with the work of the year
applied for and that the student would be able to cope with the personal development whilst
being with a year group who are of a different age. In order to support any application parents
will need to submit evidence to demonstrate that the admission into a different year group is in
the best interests of the child.

Once the governing body has made a decision the parent can then apply for admission of their
child to the academy using the process detailed in this policy. Where no place is offered, parents
have a statutory right to appeal against the refusal of a place however this right does not apply if
the child is offered a place at the academy even if it is not in their preferred age group.

Complaints about admissions arrangements

Any person, or body, can make an objection to the Schools Adjudicator when they consider the
academy's arrangements are unlawful, or not in compliance with the School Admissions Code /
relevant legislation relating to admissions. The deadline for any such complaint is 15 May in the
year before the arrangements are to apply.

Complaints about the appeals panel can be made to the Secretary of State.
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3 Secondary Admissions

3.1
3.1.1

3.2

3.2.1
3.2.2

3.23

3.2.4

3.2.5

3.2.6

3.3
3.3.1

3.3.2

3.3.3

Number of spaces (PAN)

The academy has a PAN of 150 for admission fo Year 7.
Application process

Applications for the 2028 academic year begins September 2027.

An application for a place at the Academy is separate from an application for a Specialist Music
Place. If you apply for a Specialist Music Place and your child is not successful, your child will be
considered for a place af the academy only if you have expressed a separate preference for the
academy in your secondary application.

To apply you need to complete the local authority’s (LA) common application form (CAF)
https://go.walsall.gov.uk/school admissions and submit this directly to the LA by the deadline, 31
October 2027. In addition, you need to complete the academy supplementary information form
on our website www.brownhillsoa.co.uk and submit this directly to the academy by the deadline,
31 October 2027.

Late applications will not be considered until all other applications have been reviewed.

All offers of secondary places will be made through the LA. The academy will not contact parents
about the outcome of their application until the offer from the local authority has been received.
All offers will be made on the secondary national offer day (1 March or the next working day).

The Academy has 15 places allocated for Music Scholars. To apply for a Specialist Music Place,

you must complete 2 forms:

1. The Local Authority's (LA) common application form (CAF) by 31 October 2027.

2. In addition, you must complete the Academy Music Application form which is available from
the academy or via the academy website and the Walsall Council website. To be refurned
to the Academy by the stated deadline of 31 October 2027.

To be considered, the application does require all 2 forms to be completed.

Admissions criteria

Any parent may apply for a place at the academy for their child.
Priority will be given to a child who is attending one of the following named Community Partner
Primary Schools: Millfield Primary School, Watling Street Primary School, Brownhills West Primary

School, Castlefort Academy, St James Academy, Holy Trinity C of E Primary School, Walsall Wood
Primary School and St John's CE Primary School.

If the number of applications is less than the number of spaces, then all children will be offered
places.

Where a pupil has an Education Health and Care plan which names the academy that pupil will
be admitted, and the number of available places reduced accordingly.

Admissions 2028 - 2029 7
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3.4

3.5
3.5.1

3.5.1.1

Admission criteria for Specialist Music Places

Applicants who wish to be considered for a Music place must attend a Saturday audition.
Candidates will be informed of the date and time of their audition once the application form is
returned.

The Audition:

1. Audition:
a) Performance - Performance of two pieces with accompaniment where applicable
b) Aural Test — a short test of your ability fo listen and respond to questions about pitch, rhythm,
melody,
and musicianship

2. Theory Test:
A written theory paper (a copy of the past theory paper is available on request)

3. Interview:
A short interview asking you about your musicianship journey, your goals, ambitions and to ensure
you have the musical commitment we are looking for in a Brownhills scholar.

Marking:
Marks will be allocated as follows:
e Performance - 60 Marks
e Aural- 10 Marks
e Theory - 20 marks
e Interview - 10 marks

Allocation of Places:

A rank order will be formulated, and places offered in accordance with the rank order to ensure
that each category of instrument is represented in the intake. Where there are several candidates
with the same mark then the performance mark will be used to distinguish between candidates.

If you do not obtain a place and wish to appeal, please request an appeal form by emailing
postbox@brownhillsoa.co.uk

Oversubscription criteria

Where the academy receives more applications than there are places available priority for
admission will be given to those children who meet the oversubscription criteria set out below:ﬂ

Looked after children and Previously Looked After Children including those who appear to the
academy to have been in state care outside of England and ceased to be so as a result of being
adopted. A Looked After Child is either a child who is in the care of a local authority, or being
provided with accommodation by a local authority in the exercise of their social services
functions (definition used is in Section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989) Previously Looked After
Children are those who were looked after but ceased to be so because they were adopted or
became subject to a child arrangements order or special guardianship order immediately
following having been looked after.

3.5.1.2 A Sibling. Where a child has an older sibling currently attending the school when the application

is made and who will be still attending the school in Years 8 — 11 in September of the relevant
year.

Admissions 2028 - 2029 8
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Siblings are defined in paragraph 2.7 above. In the case of twins or other children from multiple
births (two or more siblings in one year group) and where only one place is available, the
application will be considered together as one application and for a relevant year group the
Published Admission Number (PAN) will be increased accordingly.

Community Partner Primary Schools. Priority will be given to a child who is attending one of the
following named Community Partner Primary Schools: Millfield Primary School, Watling Street
Primary School, Brownhills West Primary School, Castlefort Academy, St James Academy, Holy
Trinity C of E Primary School, Walsall Wood Primary School and St John's CE Primary School.

Children of members of staff. Children of members of staff where the member of staff has been
employed at the academy for two or more years at the tfime at which the application for admission
is made.

Distance from the academy to the home address. Priority will be given to children living closest to
the academy. Distance is defined in paragraph 2.4 above. Documentary evidence of ownership
of, or a rental agreement for a residence may be required. The offer of a place is based on the
address at the time the offer is made. If a child is offered a place when the academy is
oversubscribed, and it is found that the child moved before the offer was made to an address
further from the academy, the offer may be withdrawn if it is considered to have been the result of
a fraudulent or intentionally misleading application.

If there are not enough places to satisfy all applications under any one criterion, priority will be
given to in accordance with proximity to the academy. Where two or more applicants live an
equal distance from the academy and it is not possible to differentiate between them, priority will
be determined by a random allocation process. This process will be independently verified by
someone independent of the academy and OAT.

A maximum of 15 places have been reserved as specialist music places. If you want to apply for a
music place, please express a separate preference on your application, as Walsall Council and

Brownhills Ormiston Academy treat preferences for Music Places and a place at the academy as

separate applications.

3.6
3.6.1

3.6.2

3.6.3

In-year admissions

Applications for in-year admissions are accepted and will be processed on a case-by-case basis
in accordance with these published admission arrangements. In-year admissions forms can be
obtained from the academy website.

The academy co-ordinates its in-year admissions. Any in-year admission application will be
considered by the academy and processed in accordance with the determined oversubscription
criteria.

The academy will participate in the LA’s Fair Access Protocol. Students included in the Fair
Access Protocol will take precedence over those held on the waiting list. Once a student has
been identified for admission to the academy under the Fair Access Protocol the academy will
notify the local authority within seven calendar days of the decision to accept or refuse the
student’s admission.

If the academy refuses enftry, the local authority may request a direction from the Secretary of
State. The decision of the Secretary of State will be binding upon the academy.

Admissions 2028 - 2029 9
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3.7
3.7.1

3.7.2

3.7.3

Unsuccessful applications

The academy will inform the child's parent if a decision has been made to refuse their child a
place at the academy for which they have applied, this will include the reason why admission
was refused, information about the right to appeal, deadlines and contfact details. Any appealis
before an independent admissions appeal panel.

A timetable for organising and hearing appeals will be set and published on the academy'’s
website by 28 February each year for the normal admissions round. The academy will inform OAT
of any admissions appeals.

A child is allowed to be on the academy waiting list while an appeal is lodged, and the appeal

will not affect their position on the list. The decision of the appeals panel is binding on the
academy.

Admissions 2028 - 2029 10
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BROWNHILLS ORMISTON ACADEMY

Registration for Admission to Year 7 September 2028

Before applying for a place for your child in Year 7 for September 2028, please read the booklet concerning

Admission to Secondary Schools which is supplied by your Local Authority. Then complete this form in BLACK INK

using BLOCK CAPITALS.

Please fill in this form via our webpage www.brownhillsoa.co.uk. Or return this form to Admissions, Brownhills

Ormiston Academy, Deakin Avenue, Brownhills, WS8 7QG.

Your form MUST reach us (either by post or online by 3.00pm on the closing date, 31 October 2027.

You MUST also complete online your Local Authority Preference Form by 31 October 2027 (see the Local Authority

Website — Admissions). Please ensure that you list Brownhills Ormiston Academy as a high preference on your

Local Authority application form to be offered a place.

Academy?

Child’s First Name Child’s Surname
Full Name of Address — Including
Parent/Carer Post Code: (Where
child normally resides)
Date of Birth: Boy Girl
Home Telephone Mobile Telephone
Number: Number:
Email Address:
Current Primary School Borough
Does your child have a sibling who is currently in attendance at Yes No
Brownhills Ormiston Academy
Please list their name(s) and date (s) of birth
Does your child currently attend one of our community partner primary Yes No
schools: Millfield Primary School, Watling Street Primary School,
Brownhills West Primary School, Castlefort Academy, St James
Academy, Holy Trinity C of E Primary School, Walsall Wood Primary
School and $t John's CE Primary School.
Is your child applying for a Specialist Music Place Yes No
Is either parent or carer currently employed at Brownhills Ormiston Yes No

Please provide name:

If applicable, please tick the criteria under which your application is
being made:

Child in Public Care, previously
looked after children

Named on an Education Health
Care Plan or equivalent

Signed: Print Name:

Admissions 2028 - 2029
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BROWNHILLS ORMISTON ACADEMY MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP

APPLICATION FORM
SEPTEMBER 2028 ENTRY

Important: Please complete all sections clearly. This form must be returned to Brownhills Ormiston
Academy by 31 October 2027. A standard secondary school application must also be submitted to
your home local authority by its published deadline.

1. Candidate and Parent/Carer Details

Candidate’s full name [Type here]

Date of birth [DD/ MM/ YYYY]
Parent/carer name(s) [Type here]

Home address [Type here]

Postcode [Type here]

Daytime telephone [Type here]

Evening/mobile telephone [Type here]

Email address [Type here]

Current primary school [School name and address]

2. Application Process

To be considered for a Music Scholarship place, parents/carers must complete both of the following:

1. This Brownhills Ormiston Academy Music Scholarship Application Form, returned to the academy by 31
October 2027.

2. The standard secondary school application through the applicant’s home local authority. Walsall
residents should apply through Walsall Council; applicants living outside Walsall must apply through
their home authority.

Admissions 2028 - 2029 12
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3. Music Information

First instrument (This includes

—— [Type here]
Present instrumental/voice

[Name]
teacher
Teacher email [Type here]
How long have you been having [Type here]

lessons for?
Have you completed any exams? [Grade and mark]

If yes to the above, please tell us
your Grade, Mark & Examining E.g. Grade 4, Distinction, ABRSM
Board

Other Instruments and Examination Details

Instrument 2 [Instrument, grade/level, mark and examining board]
Instrument 3 [Instrument, grade/level, mark and examining board]
Other [Further details]

Ensembles, Choirs and Musical Experience

Are you part of any orchestras,

bands or instrumental ensembles? [Name, role/instrument and length of membership]

Are you part of any choirs or vocal

ensembles? [Name of choir and voice part, if applicable]

Performances, awards or other

. [Please give brief details]
experience

Interests and Musical Commitment

Outside hobbies and interests  [Please give brief details]

Regular practice commitment [Approximate days/minutes per week]

Musical goals and ambitions [Please give brief details]

Admissions 2028 - 2029
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4. Music Scholarship Selection Process

Saturday audition: Applicants who wish to be considered for a Music place must attend a Saturday
audition. Candidates will be informed of the date and time of their audition once the completed
application form has been returned.

The Audition

No. Element What candidates will complete

T1a Performance Performance of two pieces, with accompaniment where applicable.

1b Aural test A short test of the candidate’s ability to listen and respond to
questions about pitch, rhythm, melody and musicianship.

2 Theory test A written theory paper. A copy of the past theory paper is available
on request.

3 Interview A short interview about the candidate’s musicianship journey, goals
and ambitions, and to ensure they demonstrate the musical
commitment expected of a Brownhills scholar.

Marks

Performance 60

Aural 10

Theory 20

Interview 10

Total 100

Allocation of Places

A rank order will be formulated and places offered in accordance with that rank order, while ensuring
that each category of insfrument is represented in the infake. Where several candidates achieve the
same overall mark, the performance mark will be used to distinguish between candidates.

Admissions 2028 - 2029 14
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Appeals

If a candidate does not obtain a place and wishes to appeal, please request an appeal form by
emailing postbox@brownhillsoa.co.uk.

5. Performance Pieces

Candidates must prepare two contrasting pieces on their first instrument. Accompaniment should be used where
applicable. Please provide a spare copy of each part and any accompaniment required.

Title [Type here]
Composer/arranger [Type here]
Approximate duration [To the nearest minute]
Title [Type here]
Composer/arranger [Type here]
Approximate duration [To the nearest minute]

Accompaniment Arrangements
O Candidate requires an accompanist from BOA O Accompaniment is not required
[0 Backing frack to be provided by the candidate

6. Declaration and Enclosures

| confirm that the information in this application is accurate and that the candidate is available to attend
a Saturday audition.

Parent/carer signature [Sign here]
Name (printed) [Type here]
Date [DD / MM/ YYYY]

Please enclose:
O Copy of latest examination certificate O Candidate’s copies of both performance pieces
0 Any accompaniment music required O Any relevant supporting evidence

Return this form to: Admissions, Brownhills Ormiston Academy, Deakin Avenue, Brownhills, Walsall, WS8
7QG. Email: postbox@brownhillsoa.co.uk. The completed form must reach the academy no later than
31 October 2027.
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FOR EXAMINER'S USE ONLY

Candidate name
Primary school

First instrument/voice
Instrument category

Audition date and time

Assessment Record
Assessment element

Performance - Piece 1

Performance - Piece 2

Performance total
Aural
Theory

Interview

TOTAL

Examiner Comments

Musicianship & Performance

Interview Feedback

Recommendation

Rank Order and Sign-off
Rank order [Type here]

Examiner name(s) [Type here]
Signature(s) [Sign here]

Admissions 2028 - 2029

[Type here]

[Type here]

[Type here]

[e.g. strings / woodwind / brass / percussion / keyboard / voice]

[Type here]

Maximum
30

30

60
10
20

10

100

[Notes]

[Notes]

[Notes]

Outcome

Date

Examiner notes

[Offer / reserve / no offer]

[DD / MM / YYYY]
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