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Schedule for the evening
5:15pm: Welcome - Mr Doodson

5:20pm: What should I expect from Key Stage 4? - Miss Greenhough

5:40pm: How do we support your child to achieve? - Mr Yates

5:50pm: How to support success in English, Mathematics and Science

6:00pm: Post-16 options and work experience – Mrs Adams

6:15pm: Next steps and close – Miss Greenhough
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Welcome 

Mr Doodson
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What should I expect 
from Key Stage 4?

Miss Greenhough



You have one chance at your 
education, and we have a 
duty to make it count.

Ready. Respect. Safe.
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What should I expect from Key Stage 4?
Meet the team

Mrs Rathbone

Head of Year

Mrs Adams

Key Stage 4 

Achievement 
Director

Mr Yates

Assistant 
Headteacher
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What should I expect from Key Stage 4?

GCSE specifications
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What should I expect from Key Stage 4?
Key Stage 4 Hub
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What should I expect from Key Stage 4?



Ready. Respect. Safe.

How do we support 
your child to achieve 

their potential?

Mr Yates
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First-rate, quality first teaching from an experienced and highly-skilled team
We are currently celebrating our highest ever achievement at Key Stage 4

Supporting Progress in Key Stage 4
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• Setting of students in Mathematics, English and Science
• Lesson 0 (PT groups): Year 10 English, Year 11 

Mathematics or Science

• Home Learning 

• Arbor communication

• Learning and culture walks by senior members of staff
• Work scrutiny

• Celebration and rewards

• Reading (Lexonic) and other interventions

• Careers Fair and careers activities

Supporting Progress in Key Stage 4
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• Revision lists published and support given(start of November)

• Autumn Assessments in lessons(23rd Nov to 4th Dec)

• Mathematics and English examinations in Exam Rooms (30th Nov 
and 1st Dec)

• Progress data reports published to students and parents (Jan 2027)
• Staff update curriculum plans to support progress

• Wave 2 interventions begin to support students with gaps identified
• Set changes in Mathematics, English and Science (8th Feb 2027)
• Yar 10 Parents Evening 4th February 2027

Supporting Progress in Key Stage 4
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• Revision lists published and support given (start of March)

• Lesson 6 begins for three weeks (Monday Science, Wednesday 
English, Thursday Mathematics) – extra coach, 3:10 to 4pm

• End of Year 10 Examinations (19th April to 30th April)

• Exam breakfasts and warmups
• Progress data reports published to students and parents (end of 

May 2027)
• Wave 2 interventions begin to support students with gaps identified

Supporting Progress in Key Stage 4
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GCSE 
English Literature and 

English Language

Mrs Baker



Ready. Respect. Safe.

English Literature: AQA
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English Literature: AQA
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel (A 
Christmas Carol)
• 1h 45m, 64 marks, 40% of the GCSE
• Extract + whole-text questions for both texts.

Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry
• 2h 15m, 96 marks, 60% of the GCSE
• Essay on modern text (An Inspector Calls), comparative 

poetry question, unseen poetry analysis and unseen poetry 
similarities and differences.

• AIC you get to choose your question from two options.
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English Language: AQA
Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing
One literature fiction text, 1 hour 45 mins, 80 marks, 50% of GCSE

Reading (40 marks) (25%) – one single text
• 1 short form question (1 x 4 marks) multiple choice
• 2 longer form questions (2 x 8 marks) language and structure
• 1 extended question (1 x 20 marks) evaluation

Writing (40 marks) (25%)
• 1 extended writing question (24 marks for content, 16 marks for technical 

accuracy) description or story with image to support
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English Language: AQA
Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives
One non-fiction text and one literary non-fiction text, 1 hour 45 mins, 80 
marks, 50% of GCSE

Reading (40 marks) (25%) – two linked texts
• 1 short form question (1 x 4 marks) select 4 statements
• 2 longer form questions (1 x 8, 1 x 12 marks) inference similarities/differences 

and language
• 1 extended question (1 x 16 marks) comparison

Writing (40 marks) (25%)
• 1 extended writing question (24 marks for content, 16 marks for technical 

accuracy) transactional writing with statement provided
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English Past Papers: AQA

AQA GCSE English Literature Past Papers - Revision World

GCSE English 8702 | Specification | Subject Content | AQA

AQA GCSE English Language Past Papers - Revision World

GCSE English 8700 | Specification | Specification At A Glance | AQA

https://revisionworld.com/a2-level-level-revision/english-literature-gcse-level/english-literature-gcse-past-papers/aqa-gcse-english-literature-past-papers
https://revisionworld.com/a2-level-level-revision/english-literature-gcse-level/english-literature-gcse-past-papers/aqa-gcse-english-literature-past-papers
https://revisionworld.com/a2-level-level-revision/english-literature-gcse-level/english-literature-gcse-past-papers/aqa-gcse-english-literature-past-papers
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-8702/specification/subject-content
https://revisionworld.com/a2-level-level-revision/english-language-gcse-level/english-language-gcse-past-papers/aqa-gcse-english-language-past-papers
https://revisionworld.com/a2-level-level-revision/english-language-gcse-level/english-language-gcse-past-papers/aqa-gcse-english-language-past-papers
https://revisionworld.com/a2-level-level-revision/english-language-gcse-level/english-language-gcse-past-papers/aqa-gcse-english-language-past-papers
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-8700/specification/specification-at-a-glance
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English Intervention
The best intervention we offer as a department is everyday in the classroom 
in lessons. 

If you are in school, you are getting the best opportunity at being successful in your 
English GCSEs.

We will be offering lesson 6 in the build up to PPEs (mock exams).

We also do masterclasses as another layer of support.

There is always an English teacher available if you ever need any help, support or 
guidance regarding Literature or Language GCSEs.

Home Learning
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GCSE Mathematics

Miss Gilbert
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• Exam board is Edexcel

• There are two tiers:

• Foundation – Up to a grade 5

• Higher – Up to a grade 9

• There are three papers:

• Paper 1 Non-Calculator (1 hour 30 minutes, 80 marks)

• Paper 2 Calculator (1 hour 30 minutes, 80 marks)

• Paper 3 Calculator (1 hour 30 minutes, 80 marks)

• Any topic from any strand can appear on any paper:

• Number   ~25% F ~15% H

• Algebra   ~20% F ~30% H

• Ratio & Proportion ~25% F ~20% H
• Geometry & Measures ~15% F ~20% H

• Statistics and Probability ~15% F ~15% H

GCSE Maths – What to Expect
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• All three papers are designed to make you feel successful as

soon as you open the paper – they progressively get more challenging

• Types of questions to expect

GCSE Maths – What to Expect
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• Your teachers – homework

• Hannah Kettle Maths - Past Papers | Enhance Your 
Learning Today — Hannah Kettle Maths

• Corbett Maths - GCSE Maths Revision Resources – 
Corbettmaths

• Maths Genie - Edexcel GCSE Maths Past Papers | 
MathsGenie

GCSE Maths – Past Papers

https://www.hannahkettlemaths.co.uk/pastpapers
https://www.hannahkettlemaths.co.uk/pastpapers
https://www.hannahkettlemaths.co.uk/pastpapers
https://www.hannahkettlemaths.co.uk/pastpapers
https://corbettmaths.com/2023/08/01/gcse-revision/
https://corbettmaths.com/2023/08/01/gcse-revision/
https://corbettmaths.com/2023/08/01/gcse-revision/
https://mathsgenie.co.uk/gcse/maths/edexcel/papers
https://mathsgenie.co.uk/gcse/maths/edexcel/papers
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• In the classroom (x4 per week)

• Period 6 – closer to PPEs

• Masterclasses

• Your maths teacher

• Homework:

• Sparx (content)

• Half Papers

• Not using AI!

GCSE Maths – Intervention
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• There are three papers:

• Paper 1 Non-Calculator (1 hour 30 minutes, 80 marks)

• Paper 2 Calculator (1 hour 30 minutes, 80 marks)

• Paper 3 Calculator (1 hour 30 minutes, 80 marks)

• Two thirds of the course requires a calculator

GCSE Maths – Calculators

Casio fx-991 CW

~£25 on Amazon

Casio fx-85GTCW

~£15 on Amazon



Science at KS4
Brownhills Ormiston Academy

Ready. Respect. Safe.

As scientists we are ready to thrive in our 
world, respect our environment and all 

living things within it and to make safe, 

informed choices throughout.

Mrs McGowan



AQA GCSE Science Exams

Combined students

Ready. Respect. Safe.

2 GCSE grades will be 
awarded

Grades are calculated on an 
average of biology, chemistry 
and physics

6 exams, 70 marks, 75 
minutes each

3 separate GCSE grades 
will be awarded

GCSE grades are 
completely independent

6 exams, 100 marks, 1hr 
45 minutes each

Separate science students Trilogy



What are the exam questions like?

Ready. Respect. Safe.

Trilogy✓ All have multiple choice

✓ All have short recall questions

✓ All have application questions of unfamiliar contexts ( 3-6 marks)

✓ All ask about required practicals



TrilogyWhere can I find past papers?







What can students do to prepare?

Ready. Respect. Safe.

✓ Pay attention and take good quality notes in class.

✓ Actively participate in all lessons, including lesson 6.

✓Complete all home learning activities.

✓ Start revising now if you haven’t already (small and often).

✓Use revision topic lists provided by your teachers to plan 

independent revision.



Where can students go for help?

Ready. Respect. Safe.

✓ You can ask any science teacher for help and support

✓ Attend lesson 6

✓ Use OAT revision hub website



Ready. Respect. Safe.

Mrs Adams

Work experience and 
Post-16
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Year 10 Work Experience – Week Commencing 25th 
January 2027

• During this week, students will take part in a work placements to gain 

an experience of the workplace.

• They will need to organise a work placement(s) with an employer of 
your choice.

• Student will complete a reflection and evaluation based on your 
experience and consider how this has shaped their future choices.
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• If they do not secure a placement(s) they must be in 
school.

• So why are you letting them have multiple placements on 

any day that week?

• To give them the best chance possible of securing a work 

experience placement.

• If they do not get the relevant electronic paperwork 

completed online, they will be required in school.

Year 10 Work Experience – Week Commencing 25th 
January 2027
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Year 10 Work Experience – The process

1. Students will need to contact potential employers to request a 
work placement. They can do this via school email, letter, telephone or in 
person.

2. Once students have confirmed their placement with an 
employer, they will need to use Unifrog to enter in the employers’ 
information. This will then email the employer to gather information for a risk 
assessment and their insurance details. 

3. Students will also need your details.

3. Parents/Guardian will be contacted via Unifrog to sign off consent for 
your child to take part.

4. Finally, the school will check off on Unifrog that it meets the safety threshold. 

5. Student, parent/guardian and placement provider will all receive a 
confirmation email giving permission for the placement to go ahead.
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What should they be doing now? – Contacting 
Employers

It can be really nerve-wracking contacting employers to ask them 

for work experience.

• They may choose to do a work placement based on their 

interests or future careers ideas.

• They could choose a work placement based on 

locality, convenience and ease of travel.

• They can also email jadams@brownhillsoa.co.uk to request 
help if they’re stuck and can’t  find an employer to approach.

mailto:jadams@brownhills.co.uk


Where do I go for Support?

•See Mrs Adams

•Email Mrs Adams

jadams@brownhillsoa.co.uk 

• Careers Drop in  - Every Monday 
Lunchtime in the library

mailto:Jadams@brownhillsoa.co.uk


Ready. Respect. Safe.

Next steps

Miss Greenhough
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