
Brownhills Ormiston Academy History Curriculum 

Year 7 History 

Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 
What was Britain like 

before 1066? 

 
1. What changes 

took place in 
England from the 
Stone age to the 
Iron Age? 

2. What impact did 
the Roman 
Empire have on 
Britain? 

3. What was a 
typical Anglo 
Saxon settlement 
like in England? 

4. Why did the 
Vikings come to 
England? 

5. What were the 
achievements of 
Ancient Egyptian 
civilisations? 

6. How did the 
Ancient Greek’s 
influence the rest 
of the world? 

7. What was 
everyday life like 
for Islamic people 
in Baghdad in 
900AD? 

8. Knowledge Test 

Why was England a 
Battlefield in 1066? 

 
1. What was Britain 

like in 1066? 
2. Why were three 

men claiming to 
be king in 1066? 

3. What happened 
at the battle of 
Stamford Bridge? 

4. What happened 
at the Battle of 
Hastings? 

5. Why did William 
win the Battle of 
Hastings? 

6. Knowledge Test 
and Pause 

7. What problems 
did William face 
after he was 
crowned king? 

8. How did William 
keep control of 
England through 
terror? 

9. How important 
were castles in 
maintaining 
control of 
England? 

10. How did the 
Feudal System 
help William 
Control England? 

11. How significant 
was the 

What mattered to 
Medieval People? 

 
1. How religious 

were medieval 
people? 

2. What were the 
roles of monks 
and nuns 

3. What was life in a 
medieval village 
like? 

4. What was life like 
in a Medieval 
town? 

5. What caused the 
Crusades? 

6. What happened 
during the 
Crusades? 

7. What impact did 
the Crusades 
have on England? 

8. Knowledge and 
Pause 

9. What was crime 
and punishment 
like in Medieval 
England? 

10. What was her 
story? 

11. How smelly was 
medieval 
England? 

12. What did people 
believe caused 
the Black Death? 

How far was the 
monarchy’s power 

challenged in 
England? 

 
1. Who were the 

medieval 
monarchs? 

2. Why was Thomas 
Becket 
murdered? 

3. How accurate are 
interpretations of 
King John? 

4. Why was the 
Magna Carta 
Significant? 

5. Where did the 
idea of Parliament 
come from? 

6. How did 
parliament 
develop further? 

7. Knowledge Test 
and Pause 

8. ow powerful was 
Edward I? 

9. How did Edward 
control Wales and 
Scotland? 

10. Why did the 
peasant's revolt in 
1381? 

11. How did the revolt 
end? 

12. Assessment 

 

Why was Mali the 
Jewel of the Medieval 

World? 

 
1. What was 

Medieval Mali 
like? 

2. Where did Mali’s 
wealth come 
from? 

3. Why was Mansa 
Musa so 
significant? 

4. Why was 
Timbuktu the 
jewel of the 
Medieval world? 

5. Why was Mali the 
Jewel of the 
Medieval World 

6. Knowledge Test 

 
How did Dudley 

Castle change and 
develop between the 
11th century and the 

present day? 
 

1. Why was Dudley 
Castle built? 

2. How did Dudley 
change in the 
1100s? 

3. Why were the 14th 
and 15 centuries 
important to 
Dudley Castle? 

How accurate are 
interpretations of the 

Tudors? 
 

1. Did Richard III kill 
his nephews? 

2. Why did Henry VII 
win the war of the 
roses? 

3. Why is Heny VII 
seen as a bad 
king? 

4. Why did Henry 
VIII begin his 
Reformation? 

5. Why is Henry VIII 
perceived as a 
villain? 

6. Knowledge Test 
and Pause 

7. Was Edward the 
VI a successful 
Tudor monarch? 

8. Edward 2 
9. Was Mary I a 

successful 
monarch? 

10. Did Mary deserve 
the title ‘Blood 
Mary’? 

11. Assessment 
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Year 8 History 
 

Domesday Book 
in controlling 
England? 

12. Assessment  
 

13. What were the 
consequences of 
the Black Death 

14. Assessment 
 

 

4. How important 
was the 
Sharrington range 
to Dudley Castle? 

5. Why was Dudley 
castle important 
during the English 
civil war? 

6. Assessment 

Second Order Concepts 
- Similarity and 

difference 
- Change and 

continuity 

Second Order Concepts 
- Significance 
- Change and 

continuity  

Second Order Concepts 
- Cause and 

consequence 
- Similarity and 

difference 
 

Second Order Concepts 
- Significance 
- Change and 

continuity  

Second Order Concepts 
- Diversity 
- Significance 

 

Second Order Concepts 
- Change and 

continuity 
- Significance 

Substantive concepts 
- Migration 
- Empire 
- Invasion 

Substantive concepts 
- Monarchy 
- Power 
- Invasion 

Substantive concepts 
- Religion 
- Justice 

Substantive concepts 
- Monarchy 
- Power 
- Revolution 
- Parliament 

Substantive concepts 
- Empire 
- Power 
- Religion 

Substantive concepts 
- Monarchy 
- Power 
- Religion 
- Parliament 
- Government 

Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 
Early Tudors 

 
1. What were the 

key changes 
between 1450 
and 1750? 

2. What was the life 
and work of 
Leonardo 
DaVinci? 

3. How did the 
Renaissance 
change the 
world? 

How far was 
Elizabethan England a 

Golden Age? 
 

1. What do 
historians say 
about Elizabeth I? 

2. How did 
Elizabeth’s 
attitude towards 
religion differ from 
other Tudor 
monarchs? 

3. What was 
Elizabeth’s 

What led to Britain 
executing their 

King? 
 

1. Who were the 
Stuarts? 

2. How did the 
Gunpowder plot 
affect James I? 

3. What problems 
did Charles I face 

4. What were the 
causes of the 
ECW? 

How did the Industrial 
Revolution change 

Britain? 

 
1. What was the 

Industrial 
Revolution? 

2. How did Britain 
change from 
1750-1900? 

3. Who were the 
important 
inventors? 

4. How did the 
Industrial 

Why was slavery 
significant to the 
British Empire? 

 
1. Why did 

Britain want 
an Empire? 

2. How did the 
colonies 
make Britain 
richer? 

3. Why were 
criminals 
transported to 
Australia? 

Why is the First World 
War remembered as 

‘The Great War’? 
 

 
1. What were the 

Long term causes 
of WW1? 

2. How did one 
murder start a 
world war? 

3. Why did men 
agree to fight? 

4. What was life like 
in the trenches? 



4. How did Henry VII 
win the battle of 
Bosworth? 

5. What mattered to 
Henry VIII during 
the early years of 
his reign? 

6. How did the 
Reformation 
change the 
world? 

7. How significant 
was Henry VIII 
during the later 
years of his 
reign? 

8. What changes did 
Edward VI make 
during his reign? 

9. Did Mary deserve 
the title ‘Bloody 
Mary’? 

10. Assessment 

relationship with 
her Parliament 
like? 

4. What was life like 
for Elizabethans 
in England? 

5. What were the 
authorities main 
concerns in 
Elizabethan 
England? 

6. Knowledge Test 
and Pause 

7. Why was there 
opposition to 
theatres? 

8. How did Elizabeth 
deal with religious 
threats? 

9. Why did Elizabeth 
execute Mary 
Queen of Scots? 

10.  What happened 
with the Spanish 
Armada? 

11. Why was 
Elizabethan 
exploration so 
significant? 

12. Assessment 

5. Who were the 
Cavaliers and 
Roundheads? 

6. Knowledge Test 
and Pause 

7. What were the 
key events of the 
Civil War? 

8. How was the war 
won? 

9. What were the 
consequences of 
the Civil War? 

10. Why is Cromwell 
seen as a villain? 

11. Why was the 
monarchy 
restored? 

12. Assessment 

 

Revolution affect 
the Midlands? 

5. What were living 
conditions like 
during the 
Industrial 
Revolution? 

6. How did the 
Industrial 
Revolution affect 
crime? 

7. Knowledge Test 
and Pause 

8. What was it like to 
work in a mill? 

9. What was it like to 
work in a mine? 

10. How did factories 
change in this 
period? 

11. Why was public 
health a problem? 

12. Assessment 

4. Who helped 
or hindered 
the British 
Empire? 

5. What is 
slavery? 

6. What was 
Africa like 
before the 
Transatlantic 
slave trade? 

7. Knowledge 
Test and 
Pause 

8. How did the 
triangular 
trade system 
work? 

9. What was life 
like on the 
Middle 
Passage? 

10. What 
happened on 
a Plantation? 

11. How did 
enslaved 
people rebel? 

12. How was the 
Transatlantic 
slave trade 
abolished? 

13. Why did the 
British Empire 
decline? 

14. Assessment 
 

5. What problems 
did soldiers face 
in the trenches? 

6. How deadly were 
the weapons in 
WW1? 

7. Knowledge Test 
and Pause 

8. Why was the 
Battle of the 
Somme a turning 
point in WW1? 

9. How were the 
wounded treated 
in WW1? 

10. What was the role 
of women in 
WW1? 

11. Why did some 
men not fight? 

12. Who were the 
soldiers of the 
Empire? 

13. Why is Walter Tull 
significant? 

14. How did WW1 
end and how is it 
remembered? 

15. Assessment 
 
 
 

Second Order Concepts 
- Change and 

continuity 
- Significance 

Second Order Concepts 
- Significance 
- Cause and 

consequence 

Second Order Concepts 
- Cause and 

consequence 
- Similarity and 

difference 

Second Order Concepts 
- Change and 

continuity 
- Significance 

Second Order Concepts 
- Similarity and 

difference 
- Diversity 
- Change and 

continuity 
- Cause and 

consequence 

Second Order Concepts 
- Significance 
- Cause and 

Consequence 
- Diversity 
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Year 9 History 
 

Substantive concepts 
- Monarchy 
- Power 
- Parliament 
- Religion 

Substantive concepts 
- Monarchy 
- Power 
- Parliament 
- Religion 

Substantive concepts 
- Monarchy 
- Parliament 
- Power 
- Conflict 

Substantive concepts 
- Revolution 
- Industrialisation 

Substantive concepts 
- Empire 
- Power 
- Government and 

Parliament 

Substantive concepts 
- Conflict 
- Empire 
- Parliament 
- Government 
- Invasion 

Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 
What was the 

outcome for women 
fighting for their 
rights in the 20th 

Century? 
 

1. What were 
Victorian roles on 
women and the 
vote? 

2. Who were the 
suffragettes? 

3. Who were the 
suffragists? 

4. What were the 
key events 
between 1906 
and 1914? 

5. What were the 
role of key 
individuals within 
the suffrage 
movement? 

6. Why did Emily 
Davidson die? 
Was she a martyr 
or a hero? 

7. What does the 
statue of Millicent 
Fawcett tell us 

Why was the war of 
1914-1918 called the 

‘Great War?’ 
 

1. How did one 
murder create 
tension in the 
world? 

2. What were the 
main reasons for 
the outbreak of 
war in 1914? 

3. Why did young 
boys want to join 
up for war? 

4. What impact did 
the Battle of the 
Somme have on 
British and 
German Soldiers? 

5. What were the 
attitudes like from 
the British 
government 
based on the 
soldiers fighting in 
WW1? 

6. How can the 
Battle of the 

What impact did the 
Second World War 
have on the World? 

 
1. What was the 

Treaty of 
Versailles? 

2. What impact did 
the Treaty of 
Versailles have 
on Germany? 

3. How did Hitler rise 
to power? 

4. How did 
appeasement 
contribute to 
WW2? 

5. How did WW2 
start? 

6. What were the 
key events of 
WW2? 

7. What happened 
at Dunkirk? 

8. Why was the 
Battle of Britain 
significant? 

9. How did the war 
affect civilians? 

What impact did the 
Second World War 
have on the World? 

 
11. What role did 

women play in 
WW2? 

12. Who fought for 
Britain during 
WW2? 

13. How can the 
invasion of Russia 
be seen as a 
turning point in 
WW2? 

14. Why did America 
get involved in 
WW2? 

15. Why was D Day 
so important? 

16. What effect did 
the atomic bomb 
have on WW2? 

17. How did WW2 
end? 

18. Assessment 

 
 

How were Jewish 
people persecuted 

during WW2? 
 

3. What was it like to 
live in Nazi 
Germany? 

4. What was life like 
for young people 
in Nazi Germany? 

5. How did Jewish 
persecution 
escalate in 1938? 

6. What was life like 
in a ghetto? 

7. How was the final 
solution 
implemented? 

8. Knowledge Test 
and Pause 

9. How did the Jews 
fight back? 

10. How were the 
camps liberated? 

11. Who was 
responsible for 
the Holocaust? 

12. Assessment 
 
 

Why were there 
tensions between the 
USSR and the USA? 

 
5. How did the Berlin 

Wall increase 
tensions? 

6. What affect did 
the space race 
have on the Cold 
War? 

7. Why was the 
Cuban Missile 
Crisis so 
significant? 

8. Knowledge Test 
and Pause  

9. What caused the 
Vietnam war? 

10. What tactics were 
used during the 
Vietnam war? 

11. How did the 
media affect 
views of the 
Vietnam war? 

12. Assessment 
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Year 10 History 
 

about women’s 
campaign for 
suffrage? 

8. What was the 
impact of WWI on 
the suffragettes? 

9. Why did some 
women get the 
vote in 1918? 

10. Assessment 
 

Somme be shown 
in newspapers? 

7. What was trench 
warfare like for 
soldiers? 

8. What were the 
trench conditions 
like for the 
soldiers? 

9. How can sources 
of evidence be 
used to evaluate 
why soldiers were 
shot at dawn? 

10. How can poems 
be used to help 
with an enquiry 
based on what life 
was like for a 
soldier in the 
trenches? 

11. Assessment 

10. Knowledge Test 
and Pause 
 

How were Jewish 
people persecuted 

during WW2? 
 

1. What was life like 
for Jews in Pre-
War Europe? 

2. What did Jewish 
persecution look 
like by 1935? 

 

Why were there 
tensions between the 
USSR and the USA? 

 
1. What different 

political ideologies 
did the USSR and 
USA? 

2. What was 
decided at Yalta 
and Potsdam 
conferences? 

3. What effect did 
Churchill’s ‘iron 
curtain’ speech 
have? 

4. Why was there a 
Berlin Blockade? 

 

 

Second Order Concepts 
- Change and 

Continuity 
- Cause and 

Consequence 
- Significance 

Second Order Concepts 
- Change and 

Continuity 
- Cause and 

Consequence 
- Similarity and 

difference 

Second Order Concepts 
- Significance 
- Cause and 

Consequence 
- Diversity 

Second Order Concepts 
- Diversity 
- Cause and 

consequence 
- Change and 

continuity 

Second Order Concepts 
- Diversity 
- Change and 

continuity 
- Significance 

Second Order Concepts 
- Change and 

continuity 
- Cause and 

consequence 

- Suffrage 
- Government 
 

- Conflict 
- Government 
- Power 
- Invasion 

Substantive concepts 
- Conflict 
- Empire 
- Government 
- Invasion 

Substantive concepts 
- Power 
- Parliament 
- Fascism 
- Religion 

Substantive concepts 
- Revolution 
- Suffrage 
- Government 

Substantive concepts 
- Capitalism 
- Communism 
- Conflict 
- Government 

Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 



How did Crime and 
Punishment change 

throughout the 
Medieval Period? 

 
1. What crimes were 

committed in the 
Anglo-Saxon 
period? 

2. What was law 
enforcement and 
punishments like 
in the Anglo-
Saxon period? 

3. What new crimes 
were there after 
the Norman 
Conquest? 

4. How far did 
Norman law 
enforcement and 
punishments 
change? 

5. How far had 
things changed by 
the later Middle 
Ages? 

6. Did the Church 
help or hinder 
justice? 

7. Knowledge Test 
and Revision 

8. Assessment 
 

 
How far did crime and 
punishment change in 
Early Modern period? 

 
9. What new crimes 

were there in the 
Early Modern 
Period? 

What were attitudes to 
crime and punishment 

in the Industrial 
period? 

 
1. How had society 

changed? 
2. What was 

highway robbery? 
3. Why was 

poaching a 
concern? 

4. Why did 
smuggling 
become a 
prevalent crime? 

5. Who were the 
Tolpuddle 
Martyrs? 

6. How did policing 
change in this 
period? 

7. How did the 
Bloody code 
develop? 

8. Why did 
transportation 
become a 
punishment? 

9. What were 
prisons like? 

10. Who helped to 
change prisons 
and why? 

11. What were the 
silent and 
separate 
systems? 

12. Knowledge Test 
and Revision 

13. Assessment 
 
 
 

How far had crime 
and punishment 
developed by the 
Modern period? 

 
1. What new crimes 

were there 
between 1900 
and the present 
day? 

2. Why was being a 
conscientious 
objector a crime? 

3. How did policing 
develop? 

4. Why was the 
death penalty 
abolished? 

5. Why was Derek 
Bentley 
significant? 

6. How far have 
prisons 
developed? 

7. How were young 
offenders dealt 
with? 

8. Knowledge Test 
and Assessment 

 
 

 
What was 

Whitechapel like in 
the 19th century? 

 
1. What were living 

conditions like in 
Whitechapel? 

2. How did 
immigration affect 
Whitechapel? 

3. What were 
attitudes towards 

What was 
Whitechapel like in 
the 19th century? 

 
8. How strong was 

co-operation 
between different 
factions of the 
police? 

9. Knowledge Test 
and Revision 

10. Assessment 

 
How did Elizabeth I 
face her problems 
when she became 

Queen? 
 

1. What problems 
did Elizabeth face 
when she became 
Queen? 

2. What was 
Elizabeth’s 
relationship with 
her government? 

3. What challenges 
did Elizabeth face 
from home and 
abroad? 

4. Why was there a 
religious divide in 
England? 

5. What was 
Elizabeth’s 
‘middle way’? 

6. How did the 
Puritans 
challenge 
Elizabeth? 

7. How did the 
Catholics 
challenge 
Elizabeth? 

How did Elizabeth 
deal with threats from 

home and abroad? 
 

1. Why did the 
Northern Earls 
revolt? 

2. How significant 
were the three 
plots against 
Elizabeth? 

3. How effective was 
Walsingham’s spy 
network? 

4. How significant 
was the execution 
of Mary Queen of 
Scots? 

5. Why was there 
rivalry with Spain? 

6. How did England 
get involved with 
the Netherlands? 

7. Why was Drake’s 
raid on Cadiz 
significant? 

8. How did the war 
with Spain begin? 

9. How did England 
win the war with 
Spain? 

10. Knowledge Test 
and Revision 

11. Assessment 
 

 
What was it like to live 

during the ‘Age of 
Exploration? 

 
1. What was 

Elizabethan 
education like? 

How far did Germany 
recover after WW1? 

 
 

1. How did WW1 
end? 

2. How did the 
Weimar 
Constitution affect 
Germany? 

3. What was 
Germany’s 
reaction to the 
Treaty of 
Versailles? 

4. What was the 
Spartacist 
Uprising? 

5. How did the Kapp 
Putsch affect 
Germany? 

6. Why was 1923 
considered a 
‘crisis’ year? 

7. How far did the 
economy recover 
in the 1920s? 

8. How far did 
Stresemann 
improve relations 
abroad? 

9. What were living 
conditions like in 
the 1920s? 

10. How did culture 
change in the 
1920s? 

11. Knowledge Test 
and Revision 

12. Assessment 
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10. How did law 
enforcement 
change in this 
period? 

11. What 
developments 
were there in 
punishments in 
the early modern 
period? 

12. Why were the 
Gunpowder 
Plotter 
significant? 

13. Why was 
witchcraft a 
concern? 

14. Knowledge Test 
and Revision 

15. Assessment 

the police in 
Whitechapel? 

4. What was the role 
of a beat 
constable? 

5. What were the 
problems with the 
organisation of 
policing? 

6. How did the 
Ripper murders 
affect the police? 

7. How did the press 
make things 
difficult for the 
police? 

 

8. Why was Mary 
Queen of Scots a 
problem for 
Elizabeth? 

9. How did Elizabeth 
and Mary’s 
relationship 
develop? 

10. Knowledge Test 
and Revision 

11. Assessment 
 

 
 

2. What did 
Elizabethans 
enjoy? 

3. Why was poverty 
a concern? 

4. What were 
attitudes towards 
poverty? 

5. Why did 
Elizabethans go 
on voyages? 

6. Why was Drake’s 
circumnavigation 
significant? 

7. What voyages did 
Raleigh go on? 

8. What were the 
failings of 
Raleigh? 

9. Knowledge Test 
and Assessment 

10. Assessment 

Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 
What caused the Cold 

War? 
 

1. What is a Cold 
War? 

2. What was 
decided at the 
Yalta, Potsdam 
and Tehran 
conferences? 

3. How was the 
atomic bomb 
significant? 

How did US-Soviet 
tensions develop? 

 
1. How did Berlin 

increase 
tensions? 

2. Why was the 
Berlin Wall built? 

3. Why was there a 
crisis over Cuba? 

4. Why was the 
invasion of 

How did the Cold War 
end? 

 

1. What attempts 
were there to 
reduce tension in 
the 1970s? 

2. Why was the 
Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan 
significant? 

3. How significant 
were 

Germany Revision 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elizabeth Revision 

Crime and Punishment 
Revision 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cold War Revision 

Exams 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Exams 



 
 
 
 

4. Why were the 
telegrams and 
Iron Curtain 
speech 
significant? 

5. How significant 
were the Truman 
Doctrine and 
Marshall Plan? 

6. What were the 
consequences of 
the Berlin 
Blockade? 

7. What military 
developments 
were there 
between 1949 
and 1955? 

8. Why was the 
Hungarian 
invasion 
significant? 

Czechoslovakia 
significant? 

the changing 
attitudes 
of Reagan and 
Gorbachev? 

4. Why was there a 
Second Cold 
War? 

5. How did 
Gorbachev's 'New 
thinking' affect 
relations between 
the Soviet 
Union and the 
USA? 

6. How did 
Gorbachev's 'New 
thinking' affect 
Eastern Europe? 

7. Why was the fall 
of the Berlin Wall 
significant? 

8. Why did the 
Soviet Union 
collapse? 

9. Knowledge test 
and revision 

10. Assessment 


