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We believe at Brownhills Ormiston Academy that Art is a subject that can help us to 

understand and give meaning to the world in which we live. Art effects everyone’s lives 

and as such is an extremely valuable subject. 

We support our students to aspire through their learning experiences to standards of 

excellence intellectually, practically, and aesthetically. The curriculum we provide is rich in 

skills and knowledge. Through our curriculum, we aim to provide students with an 

experience that is exciting and to ensure that our students combine practical skills with 

creative thinking, developing highly valuable and transferrable skills for future careers and 

life. 

Through our art curriculum, students are taught not only how to use formal elements within 

their art work such as line, tone, colour, space, texture etc., but to also analyse how formal 

elements are used as powerful communication tools to create effect. Students experience 

a variety of media, techniques and processes over their studies. In KS3 students will 

develop their skills and understanding with progressive complexity and sophistication, so 

that they are able to make informed choices and work with increasing independence into 

Key Stages 4 and 5. 

We support students in learning to co-operate and negotiate and be able to share good 

practice and learn from others. We actively promote looking at the work of others, 

celebrating other cultures and encouraging diversity. We develop students’ awareness of 

the impact of art on society and expect them to achieve by applying a variety of skills from 

the wider curriculum together with those specific to Art to produce effective and considered 

artworks. 

We aim to enable our students to become: 
• successful independent learners who enjoy learning, understand how to 

make progress and achieve to their full potential; 
• confident self-managers and team-workers, who are willing to take risks and 

keep an open-mind about new ideas and techniques; 
• responsible citizens aware of the role they play in society and the importance 

of art in contributing to society; 
• Confident individuals who are able to live safe, healthy and fulfilling lives. 

Our art Curriculum aims: 
• Development of observational research and development of ideas 
• Engage students in the process of designing and making art 
• To develop primary and secondary research into their own ideas through collected 

imagery, photography, drawing, and annotating. 
• Identifying and resolve problems when exploring techniques, developing ideas and 

creating artworks. 
• Use a variety of art techniques and processes when developing ideas. For example, 

a range of drawing techniques using different media and methods like pencil, ink, 
charcoal, oil pastel, chalk pastel, printing. A range of painting methods i.e. 
watercolour, acrylic, etc. A range of sculpture and relief methods i.e. Collage, clay 
construction, cardboard construction. 
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• Develop and reflect on their work. Communicating the development of their ideas 
using annotation, sketches, plans, modelling, sample art pieces, etc. 

• Make informed decisions about the development of their own art. Allowing students 
to refine and develop outcomes to the best standard possible, and building problem 
solving skills, which support individuals in their further studies and in life. 

• Develop knowledge and understanding of the functional properties and 
characteristics of art media i.e. watercolour being translucent, pastels soft and 
easily blendable, acrylic paint vibrant and plastic based making it easy to layer. 

• Understand the relationship between context of artwork on the influence of subject, 
process, media and effects achieved. 

Make 
• Select and use specialist tools, techniques, and processes effectively 
• Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of functional properties of media when 

considering appropriate media to develop desired effects. 
• Explore a range of techniques and processes from relevant artists to further extend 

their own developing practise and ideas. 

Evaluate 
• Analyse the work of past and present artists to develop their understanding. 
• Reflect on work throughout the process of making to consider what is working 

effectively and how to take their project work further to best effect. 
• Recognise where improvements and developments can be made, wherever 

possible making these to evolve their work 
• Understand movements and developments in Art, the impact on individuals, society 

and art work following. The facilities and expertise in the curriculum area enable 
these aims and values to be explored through Art. Our curriculum is designed to 
lead to excellence at every level, providing our students with a strong foundation 
from which to excel in further art studies.  

 

 


